Holy Cross Lutheran Church
9770 S. Foothills Canyon Boulevard
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord willdaered.”
How, then, can they call on the one they have al\ed in?
And how can they believe in the one of whom theg hat heard?
And how can they hear without someone preachirigeimn?

(Romans 10:13-14)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

| am pleased to announce that Holy Cross Wwasten, Curt Engle and Jim Tuell, who
have completed seminary level instruction on wagrsind homiletics. They have done this
under the Specific Ministry Pastor (SMP) programraped by our Synod at its 2007 na-
tional convention. This is a new program thatgsemtially replacing the old Distance Edu-
cation Leading Toward Ordination (DELTO) progranheTidea behind SMP is to make
seminary level theological training available t@plke where they are at, thereby equipping
them for ministry in their specific locations andcamstances. It is my belief that this train-
ing will be of tremendous benefit to these men amdur ministry together here at Holy
Cross. As part of their training, they will be dgiportions of the liturgy, as well as preach-
ing occasionally. | want to assure you that theyehlaeen adequately trained and that their
instructors and | have carefully examined the aoindé the sermons they have written.

Personally, | am excited to have the oppotyut@ mentor Curt and Jim as they continue
to take classes that increase their knowledge ebt#autiful message of the Gospel. May
these classes enable them to better convey thislevfuh message to our community and
beyond. | would encourage you to encourage thetheir learning and spiritual growth.
Pray for them, as you pray for me, that we remaithful to God’s Word and that hearts
and minds will be touched and changed by the Gospgireach.

If you have time for some reading this sumnhe&rould strongly recommend two books
that | have been reading on and off over the pasttihs. The first is The Fire and the Staff
by Klemet I. Preus, and the second_is What's ScatGAbout Christianityby Dinesh
D’Souza. Both books are excellent and will incregsar knowledge and appreciation of
the faith we share. May our Lord Jesus, who dietl riase again so that we could be for-
given and have eternal life with Him, grant youlesked and restful summer.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Skelton



